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      TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON  
CONSUMER PROTECTION AND COMMERCE 

 
TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 

Regular Session of 2017 
 

Wednesday, February 22, 2017 
2:01 p.m. 

 
 
TESTIMONY ON HOUSE BILL NO. 1435, HD 1 - RELATING TO THE 
HAWAII HURRICANE RELIEF FUND COMPREHENSIVE LOSS 
REDUCTION PLAN. 
 
TO THE HONORABLE ANGUS L.K. McKELVEY, CHAIR, THE HONORABLE 
LINDA ICHIYAMA, VICE CHAIR, AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:  
 
My name is Michael Hamnett and I serve as Chair of the Board of the Directors of the 
Hawaii Hurricane Relief Fund (“HHRF”). 
 
The HHRF supports the intent of strengthening the building code statewide and provides 
the following comments. 
 
This bill proposes that the HHRF sponsor the implementation of state building code 
hurricane standards for structures and developments by funding the adoption of 
administrative rules to this effect.   
 
It would be consistent with the hazard mitigation provisions of chapter 431P, Hawaii 
Revised Statutes, to use HHRF resources to support updating the hurricane protection 
portions of the State Building Code by the State Building Code Council. This bill appears 
to provide the flexibility for the HHRF to either manage a consultant contract to do the 
work or to provide the funds to other state agencies such as DAGS or HEMA, both having 
significant interest in implementing modern buildings codes which address hurricane peril.  
We would recommend, however, that if the Legislature is so inclined, the amount of 
funding and the period of funding should be specified.   
 
We thank the Committee for the opportunity to present testimony on this matter. 
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February 21, 2017

The Honorable Angus l\/lcKelvey, Chair
Committeeon Consumer Protection

and Commerce
House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 320
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair McKelvey:

Subject: House Bill (HB) 1435, House Draft (HD) 1 Relating to the Hawaii Hurricane
Relief Fund Comprehensive Loss Reduction Plan

i am Manuel P. Neves, Chair of the Hawaii State Fire Council (SFC) and Fire Chief of
the Honolulu Fire Department (HFD). The SFC and the HFD support HB 1435, HD1,
which proposes to clarify the loss reduction plan for the Hawaii Hurricane Relief Fund to
inciude implementing code requirements for hurricane standards in accordance with
state building code and design standards.

This bill supports the State Building Code Council (SBCC) in reviewing and adopting
amendments to various building codes dealing with hurricane preparedness. The SBCC
is required to adopt building codes within 18 months of publishing a new edition.

Presently, many building codes still reference their 2006 editions, which include the
plumbing, residential, and building codes. Amendments to the 2012 Uniform Plumbing
Code and the international Building Code have been completed, but lack of funding to
facilitate the administrative rules has stailed the process. Amendments to the 2012
International Residential Code is currently being updated. Only the fire, energy, and
elevator codes are on the most current editions due to dedicated staff in other state
departments that guide these codes through the adoption process.

Equal Opportunity EmployeriProgram
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The Honorable Angus McKelvey, Chair
Page 2
February 21, 2017

The SFC and the HFD urge your committee‘s passage of HB 1435, HD 1, for the safety
and general welfare of all our citizens.

Should you have questions, please contact SFC Administrator Socrates Bratakos at
723-7105 or sbratakos@honoiulu.gov.

Sincerely,

MANUEL P. NEVES
Chair

MPNr‘LR:clc
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Sato & Assoc.
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Paul Matsuda, P.E.
Group 70 International
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Ginny M. Wright
Executive Director
P.O. Box 88840
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February 20, 2017

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce
Hearing Date: Friday, February 22, 2:01 p.m., Conference Room 329

Honorable Representatives Angus McKelvey, Chair; Linda Ichiyama, Vice Chair; and 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Subject: SUPPORT of HB 1435, Relating to the Hawaii Hurricane Relief Fund  

Dear Chair McKelvey, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Committee Members:

The American Council of Engineering Companies of Hawaii (ACECH) represents more 
than 70 member engineering consulting firms with over 1,500 employees 
throughout Hawaii. Our work covers a variety of engineering disciplines that are 
impacted directly by the technical portions of the building codes.  The primary 
purpose of a building code is to establish design standards for buildings in order to 
protect public safety.

In 2007 the State Building Code Council was established to perform a very valuable 
function in trying to harmonize the various code requirements as found in the 
building code ordinances across the state.  While it has had plenty of enthusiasm to 
do so and the technical experts have developed the amendment language for 
several code cycles, the council has had virtually no resources to implement the 
Hawaii Administrative Rule (HAR) making process.  Without completing this process 
the State Building Code cannot be updated.  

This bill does not solve all of the funding requirements for the SBCC, however, it 
allows the HHRF to use its resources to fulfill the underlying mission of the HHRF.  
Updating the State Building Code is the most effective way to implement the latest 
hurricane resistive construction techniques throughout the state.  

We appreciate the opportunity to provide testimony on this matter. Please do not 
hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.  

Respectfully submitted, 
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF ENGINEERING COMPANIES OF HAWAII

Corey Matsuoka, PE
President

ACEC
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF ENGINEERING COMPANIES

of Hawaii
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recognized codes/standards will help Hawaii to better mitigate the hurricane threat they can work together for the 
timely adoption of a new State Building Code. 
 
Full funding of the SBCC has not been forth coming from the State since its inception in 2007.  MIH knows that 
the SBCC has been searching for a creative, and appropriate way to fund updating the State building code which 
is used by both private and public agencies when they are planning a construction project.  When this bill is 
implemented, the result will mean that new construction will be built using the latest knowledge and strategies 
developed to protect our buildings from a hurricane threat.  In the long term, fewer buildings will be sufficiently 
capable of withstanding hurricane damage thereby protecting the HHRF assets. 
 
Thank you for allow me to testify in SUPPORT of HB 1435. 
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STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION OF HAWAII (SEAOH) 
 

TESTIMONY ON HOUSE BILL 1435 
A BILL RELATING TO THE HAWAII HURRICANE RELIEF FUND COMPREHENSIVE LOSS 

REDUCTION PLAN 
 

PRESENTATION TO  
THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & COMMERCE 

 
BY 

 
JONATHAN MURAI 
President, SEAOH 

 
 
Chair McKelvey, Vice-Chair Ichiyama, and Members of the House Committee on Consumer 
Protection & Commerce. 
 
I am Jonathan Murai, President of the Structural Engineers Association of Hawaii.  I am 
testifying in SUPPORT of House Bill 1435. 
 
The��SEAOH��supports��measures��that��facilitate��the��timely��adoption��of��the��most��recent��
international��building��codes��with��Hawaii��specific��amendments��through��the��process��
which��initiates��at��the��State��Building��Code��Council��(SBCC).����Members��of��the��SEAOH��
helped��to��draft��this��bill��because��we��recognize��that��updating��the��State��Building��Code��will��
have��the��primary��effect��of��improving��the��resilience��of��the��economy��in��Hawaii��from��the��
hurricane��threat��and��indeed��it��will��protect��the��assets��of��the��Hawaii��Hurricane��Relief��
Fund��(HHRF).��

Structural��engineers��protect��citizens��and��visitors��in��the��state��of��Hawaii��by��designing��our��
buildings��and��infrastructure��to��be��strong��and��durable.����Our��primary��tool��to��perform��this��
task��is��the��building��code.����The��most��recent��international��building��codes��provide��a��model��
for��local��adoption��which��includes��all��the��lessons��learned��through��the��tragedy��of��others��
who��suffer��from��disasters��such��as��hurricane,��earthquake,��tsunami��and��other��threats��we��
face��here��in��Hawaii.��

The��State��Building��Code��is��based��on��the��International��Building��Code��(IBC)��which��is��
updated��every��three��years.����When��the��IBC��is��updated,��it��incorporates��all��of��the��latest��
knowledge��gained��from��researchers��and��engineers��from��around��the��world��who��observe��
the��way��buildings��and��structures��have��failed��during��recent��hurricanes.����The��updates��also��
provide��guidance��on��how��to��design��structures��using��the��latest��construction��techniques��
which��can��be��more��economical��and��efficient��than��older��construction��technologies.����The��
state��is��currently��three��iterations��behind��in��updating��and��adopting��the��international��
code��standards.����By��the��end��of��FY��2017�r2018��the��state��will��be��four��iterations��behind��if��
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the��state��fails��to��fund��the��Hawaii��Administrative��Rule��making��process��to��update��the��
State��Building��Code.����We��are��on��the��verge��of��being��last��in��the��nation��with��a��building��code��
based��on��the��2006��International��Building��Code.��

HB��1435��proposes��that��the��HHRF��sponsor��the��updates/implementation��of��the��Hawaii��
state��and��county��building��code��hurricane��standards��by��the��SBCC��on��a��consistent��
recurring��basis��–��once��every��three��years.����This��bill��provides��a��mechanism��by��which��the��
HHRF��could��choose��to��assist��the��SBCC��update��the��state��building��code.����The��SBCC��code��
adoption��process��is��the��mechanism��which��will��implement��the��hurricane��hazard��
mitigation��plans��established��by��the��HHRF.����So��in��future��code��cycles,��when��the��SBCC��and��
HHRF��see��that��changes��in��nationally��recognized��codes/standards��will��help��Hawaii��to��
better��mitigate��the��hurricane��threat��they��can��work��together��for��the��timely��adoption��of��a��
new��State��Building��Code.��

Full��funding��of��the��SBCC��has��not��been��forth��coming��from��the��state��since��its��inception��in��
2007.����SEAOH��knows��that��the��SBCC��has��been��searching��for��a��creative,��and��appropriate,��
way��to��fund��updating��the��state��building��code��which��is��used��by��both��private��and��public��
entities��when��they��are��planning��a��construction��project.����When��this��bill��is��implemented��
the��result��will��mean��that��new��construction��will��be��built��using��the��latest��knowledge��and��
strategies��developed��to��protect��our��building��stock��from��the��hurricane��threat.����In��the��long��
run,��fewer��buildings��will��sustain��hurricane��damage��thereby��also��protecting��the��HHRF��
assets.��

Thank��you��for��allowing��me��to��testify��in��SUPPORT��of��HB��1435.��
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Chair McKelvey, Vice-Chair Ichiyama, and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection &
Commerce

I am Ryan Wada, President of the Mason Contractors Association of Hawaii. I am testifying in SUPPORT of
House Bill 1435.

The MCAH supports measures that facilitate the timely adoption of the most recent Intemational Building Codes
with Hawaii specific amendments through the process which initiates at the State Building Code Council
(SBCC). Members of the MCAH support this bill because we recognize that updating the State Building Code
will have the primary effect of improving the resilience of the economy in Hawaii from the hun'icane threat and
indeed it will protect the assets of the Hawaii Hurricane Relief Fund (HHRF).

The most recent international building codes provide a model for local adoption which includes all the lessons
learned through the tragedy of others who suffer from disasters such as hurricane, earthquake, tsunami and other
threats we face in Hawaii.

The State Building Code is based on the International Building Code (IBC) which is updated every three years.
When the IBC is updated, it incorporates all of the latest knowledge gained from researchers and technicians
from around the world who observe the way buildings and structures have failed during these disasters. The
updates also provide guidance on how to design structures using the latest construction techniques which can be
more economical and efficient than older construction technologies. The State of Hawaii is currently three
iterations behind updating the adopting the IBC. By the end of FY 2017-18, the State of Hawaii will be four
iterations behind if the state fails to fund the Hawaii Administrative Rule maklngprocess to update the State
Building Code. We are on the last in the nation with a building code based on the 2006 IBC.

HB 1435 proposes that the HHRF sponsor the updates/implementation of the Hawaii State and county building
code hurricane standards by the SBCC on a consistent recuning basis — once every three years. This bill
provides a mechanism by which the HHRF could choose to assist the SBCC update the state building code. The
SBCC code adoption process is the mechanism which will implement the hurricane hazard mitigation plans
established by the HHRF. In future code cycles, when the SBCC and HHRF see that changes in nationally
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recognized codes/standards will help Hawaii to better mitigate the hurricane threat they can work together for the
timely adoption of a new State Building Code.

Full funding of the SBCC has not been forth coming from the State since its inception in 2007. MCAH knows
that the SBCC has been searching for a creative, and appropriate way to fund updating the State building code
which is used by both private and public agencies when they are plarming a construction project. When this bill
is implemented, the result will mean that new construction will be built using the latest knowledge and strategies
developed to protect our buildings from a hurricane threat. In the long term, fewer buildings will be sufficiently
capable of withstanding hurricane damage thereby protecting the HHRF assets.

Thank you for allow me to testify in SUPPORT of HB 1435.
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